
 

Dreamtown is a Danish non-profit organisation.  
We work for the wellbeing of young people in cities. 
Our core focus is slums - home to more than 1 
billion people. Together with local grassroots, we 
create spaces where young people can feel safe, be 
creative, and dare to dream.

We are motivated by the challenges faced by young 
people living in slums. However, the way we 
undertake our work is guided by dreams rather than 
problems. We believe that the key to change is 
young people’s ideas, ressources, and drive. And 
from our experience, there is plenty of reason for 
optimism!  

MOTIVATED BY CHALLENGES,   
GUIDED BY DREAMS 

Public spaces in slums are extremely harsh. 
Streets are often flooded by garbage create 
epidemics. Dark corners foster crime. A run-down 
environment proliferates community friction, 
and the lack of creative places where young 
people can be active, have fun, hang out, and 
experience nature kills creativity. Together with 
young people, we dream of streets that are 
flooded by art and culture, an environment that 
is fresh and green, street corners that are 
playfull, and movement that is safe and carefree. 

A FOCUS ON PUBLIC SPACE

To improve the 
wellbeing of young 
people in cities. 

VISION

To create space in 
fragile urban areas 
where young people 
can feel safe, be 
creative, and dare 
to dream. 

MISSION
OUR DEFINITION OF PUBLIC SPACE 
 
A public space is a space available to people of all 
ages where they can meet everyday socially and 
comfortably. These spaces are safe, accessible, free 
of cost, inclusive, free of discrimination, enjoyable 
and encourage idea sharing. Such spaces will 
contribute to our collective wellbeing. 

WHO WE ARE

By 2050, more than half of the world’s population will live in 
cities. More than 1 billion people live in slums and the majority 
of this population are young people. The United Nation’s 
definition of slums focuses on the issues of poor housing, 
insecure tenure, and lack of access to services such as water and 
sanitation. In addition, slums are characterised by high degrees 
of violence and lack of safe and inspiring spaces where youth 
can meet, socialise, be creative, and have fun. 

SLUMS AND URBANISATION



THEORY  
OF CHANGE

Dreamtown is a Danish non-profit organisation that has existed since 2010. 
Our team consists of a governing board, a professional secretariat, interns, 
volunteers, and external advisors. Our work is designed and implemented in 
partnership with young people, local grassroots and organisations, and 
global technical experts. 

TEAM



We contribute towards Sustainable Development goal 11.7: 

By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and 

accessible, green and public spaces

In partnership with researchers, students 
and academic institutions, we engage in 
solid quantitative data collection. Our 
research focuses on the state of youth 
wellbeing in urban slums.  

We also facilitate qualitative and 
explorative processes that investigate the 
visions urban youth have for their 
neighbourhood. Together with the youth, 
we transform these ideas into concrete 
ideas and action plans. 

We use this knowledge to guide the work 
of our actions and to engage in evidence 
driven advocacy.  

In partnership with local grassroots and 
activist youth, we create safe and inclusive 
spaces in slums. Spaces that foster 
creativity and bring young people together 
to socialise and have fun.  

The following themes set the scene for the 
actions we undertake: Art and culture; 
Recreation; Climate resilience; Safety; and 
Mobility.   

In addition to transforming the physical 
environment in slums, our actions support 
the drive of young activist to become 
community leaders and role models. 

In partnership with local 
documentarists and media 
professionals, we broadcast young 
people’s perspective on life in the city. 

We use these stories to reframe the 
negative narrative that dominates our 
understanding of life in slums and the 
young people who live there.  

Through photo, video, and podcast, we 
hope to show how young people are 
taking the lead in creating sustainable 
cities and inspire decision makers to 
follow their example. 

RESEARCH STORIESACTION

PROGRAMMES

THE CITIES WE WANT TO CHANGE   
 

Dreamtown is currently working towards making 
our mission come alive within these cities… 
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